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Purity and Sincerity of Intention 

Narrated Ameerul-Mu’mineen, Abee Hafs, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattaab (As.): I heard Allaah’s 
Messenger (M) saying: 


Aj jPi-Qb dJ dJJl dJ CJli* y\ UjJj tOUJU JU^SlI UiJ 

dJI l» ^JJ dJ j^sl jl Li»U dj CUio tdJ djjl 


“The reward of deeds depends upon the intentions and every person will get the 
reward according to what he has intended. So whoever emigrates for worldly 
benefits or for a woman to marry, his emigration was for what he emigrated for .” 1 

In this Hadeeth we are reminded of the importance of Sincerity and Purity of intentions. 

The pillar of actions is pure and sincere intention, and through purity of intention 
the hearts become upright and at rest, and through it the person comes to know the right 
way in his Religion, thus he does everything in the proper manner. Through purity of 
intention alone will he come to know of the obligations upon him and the rights due to 
him. Through it he will behave justly in all affairs and will give everything its due right, 
not going beyond bounds or falling short of the mark . 2 

The students of Islamic knowledge should purify their intentions purely for the 
sake of Allaah (Hi) in order to worship Allaah (if) in a better way and to please Him with 
the hope of His reward in the next life. 


Definition of Af~‘ Aqeedah 

Linguistically, the word ‘Aqeedah means: ‘to knot, bind, fasten tightly, fortify, 
consolidate and cement. ’ 

Technically, the word ‘Aqeedah means, ‘a firm, unwavering belief or conviction 
- which is not open to any doubt - in the mind and heart of the one who holds this 
conviction. ’ 

Therefore, the Islamic ‘Aqeedah (Creed) refers to a firm unwavering faith 
(Imaan) in the following: 


1 Saheeh Bukhaaree, Volume 1, Book 1, Hadeeth Number 1; Saheeh Muslim, Volume 5, Book 33, Hadeeth 
Number 4,927 - 4,928. 

2 Forty Hadeeth On The Islamic Personality by Shaykh 'Alee Hasan 'Alee 'Abdul Harneed Published by Al- 
Hidaayah Publishing and Distribution Ltd - [IOU Editorial team] 
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1. Allaah, the Most High, and what is due to Him of the Tawheed in one’s belief, 
worship and obedience to Him, 

2. His Angels, 

3. His Scriptures, 

4. His Messengers , 

5. The Last Day, 

6. The Divine Decree (Qadr and Qadaa’): accepting its good and its evil, & 

7. What is confirmed from the remaining matters of the Unseen and reports 
concerning the previous nations. 


AhC a(- Sunnah waC-Jamaa’ah 

Ahl al-Sunnah wal-Jamaa ’ah are all those who follow the path which the Prophet (M) and 
His Companions ( * ) were upon. 

They are named “Ahl al-Sunnah ” due to their adherence to, and following of, the 
Sunnah of the Prophet (H). 

They are named the “Jamaa’ah” because they are those who have gathered 
upon the Truth, and have not divided into sects in the religion among themselves; and 
they have followed that which the Salaf (Early Generations) of this Ummah (nation) have 
unanimously agreed upon. 

Since they alone, in exclusion to all others, are the followers of the Sunnah of the 
Messenger of Allaah ($f) v following/ adhering to his path, they are also known as “Ahl al- 
Ittiba” (those who follow strictly). 

They are in this world “The Victorious Group ” [at-Taa’ifah al-Mansoorah ] and 
in the hereafter “The Saved Sect ” [ al-Firqah an-Naajiyyah \. 


The Four WeCC Known Imams 

Abu Haneefah an-Nu‘man ibn Thabit (as) was bom in Kufa in 80 AH (d. 150). He 
made his living as a cloth merchant but devoted his entire life to studying and teaching 
Islam. Imam Abu Haneefah (as) met the Sahabi (companion of the Prophet M), Anas 
(4&), and studied under the great Hadeeth scholar, Hammad ibn Zaid (as), for 18 years. 
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He persistently refused to accept the office of Qadi (judge) which the Umayyad 
governor of Kufah, Yazeed ibn ‘Umar and later the Caliph, al-Mansoor wanted him to 
accept. By his refusal, he incurred corporal punishment and imprisonment, leading to his 
death in prison. His rulings and reasonings became enshrined in the Hanafee School of 
Islamic law. 

Malik ibn Anas (ife) was bom in 93 AH (d. 179) in Madeenah, where he grew up 
studying Hadeeth from the scholars there. Imam Malik eventually became the leading 
scholar of the region and was jailed and flogged by the ‘Abbasid governor of Madeenah, 
Jafar ibn Sulaiman, when he ( Imam Malik) gave a fatwa (legal ruling) against the policy 
of the Caliph al-Mansoor. 

Imam Malik (4$) compiled the earliest work of Hadeeth to reach us called al- 
Muwatta and taught it for approximately forty years. Students came to learn it from all 
comers of the Muslim world and as a result there exist about sixteen different versions of 
it today. The most authoritative of them being that of Malik’s Spanish pupil, Yahya ibn 
Yahya. The Malikee School of Islamic law which developed in Madeenah took its name 
after Imam Malik. 

Muhammad Ibn Idris ash-Shafi‘i ( 4 $) was bom in Ghazzah in 150 AH (d. 204) and 
was raised in Makkah, where he studied Hadeeth and Fiqh. At an early age, he went to 
Madeenah and studied under Imam Malik ( Y) and learned the Muwatta ( Hadeeth book of 
Imam Malik) by heart. He later studied under the students of Imam Abu Haneefah ( Y) in 
Iraq, Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ash-Shaybam and Abu Yusuf, as well as Imam al-Layth 
ibn Sa ‘d (ife) in Egypt. 

He is credited with initiating the science of Usool al-fiqh, which he investigated in 
his book, ar-Risalah. However his major work in Islamic Law is called Kitab al-Umm. 
He died in Fustat, Egypt in 820 CE, and the Shafi ‘ee school of Islamic law was named 
after him. 

Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Hanbal (ife) was bom in Baghdad in 164 AH (d. 241) and 
traveled extensively in Iraq, Syria, Hijaz (Western Arabia) and Yemen collecting 
Hadeeths. After returning home, he studied fiqh (Islamic law) under Imam ash-Shafi 7. 
During the reign of the ‘Abbasid caliphs, al-Ma’mun (813-833 CE), al-Mu‘tasim (833- 
842 CE) and al-Wathiq (842-847 CE), the Mu ‘tazilite dogma became the official doctrine 
of the state and inquisition courts were set up to enforce it. 

Imam Ahmad (ife) openly denounced the pagan Greek philosophical concepts on 
which Mu ‘tazilite thought was based and, as a result, he was subsequently subjected to 
imprisonment and corporal punishment. Under Caliph al-Mutawakkil (847-861 CE), his 
trials ceased and the fame of Ibn Hanbal ’s learning, piety and unswerving faithfulness to 
tradition gathered a host of students and admirers around him. 
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He died in Baghdad in 855 CE and the Hanbalee School of Islamic law was 
named after him. His major work, al-Musnad, contained approximately 40,000 Hadeeth 
narrations. 


A Brief Note on UsooC-us-Sunnah 

This treatise has been mentioned in Tabaqaatul-Hanaabilah (1/ 241-246) in the biography 
of ‘Abdoos ibn Maalik, one of the nearest students of Imaam Ahmad (A). 

Another concise summary of his creed can be found in the same work Tabaqaatul- 
Hanaabilah (1/311-313), “Abul-Husain Muhammad ibn Abee Ya’laa said: I quoted 
from Ahmad ash-Shanjee with his isnaad that he said: I heard from Muhammad ibn 
‘Awf saying: Ahmad ibn Hanbal (A) dictated to me...” and then he mentioned it. 

The Imaam al-Laalikaa’ee has also mentioned this creed in his Sharh Usool 
I'tiqaad Ahlis-Sunnah wal-Jamaa'ah (1/156-164) where he said, ‘“Alee ibn Muhammad 
ibn ‘Abdullaah as-Sakaree informed us that ‘Uthmaan ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Abdullaah 
ibn Bareed (or Yazeed) ad-Daqeeqee narrated to us saying: Aboo Muhammad al- 
Hasan ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhaab, Abul-Anbar narrated to us: reading from his book, in the 
month of Rabee’ul-Awwal, two hundred and ninety-three (293H), saying: Aboo Ja’far 
Muhammad ibn Sulaymaan al-Munqiri, of Tinnees, narrated to us Saying: ‘Abdoos 
ibn Maalik al-’Attaar narrated to us saying: I heard Aboo ‘Abdullaah Ahmad ibn 
Muhammad ibn Hanbal (A) saying...,” then he mentioned the creed, all of it. 

Also the magazine, al-Mujaahid, published the treatise, ‘Usool-us-Sunnah’ in the 
Sha’baan edition in 141 1H taken from the manuscript which had been put together with 
the painstaking efforts of our Shaykh Muhammad Naasirud-Deen al-Albaanee (A) 3 . 

There are some differences between the manuscripts and I have indicated them in 
my footnotes to the text of this creed. 


Stejjs in the Verification of this Treatise 

(i) I have depended upon the two printings of this creed in my verification of it. The 
first: the one present in Tabaqaatul. Hanaabilah and the second, the one 
mentioned in Sharh Usool I’tiqaad of the Imaam al-Laalikaa’ee. The first one has 
been published in the magazine al-Mujaahid and was taken from the manuscript 
copy of the Muhaddith of the Era, Muhammad Naasir ud-Deen al-Albaanee (A), 
and I have recondled between whatever differences were found in the manuscripts 


3 From the manuscript copy (no. 68, Q. 10-15) which is kept at the Dhaahiriyyah Library in Damascus, 
Syria. 
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(ii) I have referenced the Qur’anic aayahs, the ahaadeeth and their sayings wherever I 
found it possible. 

(iii) I have provided biographies of the notable people that have been mentioned in the 
treatise 


I ask Allaah (fg) that He gives me success in that which He loves and is eased 
with from among the sayings, actions and beliefs. That He moves us from falling into 
mistakes, that He grants us safety from desires and innovations and that he makes this 
work in the balance my good deeds on the day that I meet Him. 


Aboo ‘Abdur-Rahmaan Fawwaaz Ahmad Zumarlee 

15th Shawwaal 1411H 

Tripoli 

Lebanon 
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